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Claims 



1 . tk a distributed system having a publishing master and a client system, a method 
compnsingS 

providing at the publishing master an index of available packages for 
loading; 

acceding the index on behalf of the client system to identify at least one 
selected package for loading at the client system; and 

loading thfesselected package at the client system. 

2. The method of claim 1 ^erein the selected package is loaded without 
registration of the client system whh the publishing master. 



3. The method of claim 1 wherein the publishing master is unaware of the loading 
15 of the selected package at the client system^ 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the select^! package includes a patch for a 
computer program. 

20 5. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step^f storing the selected 

package at a repository that is separate from the publishing nWer so that clients may 
access and load the selected package. 
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6. 



thod of claim 1 wherein the selected package includes a document. 
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7. The method of claiWl ^foetein the selected package includes at least one 
hypertext markup language (HTML) fUe> 



*e method claim 1 wherein the publishing master is a web server. 

In a distributed system having a server and a client, a method comprising: 
storing ar&ie^§erver information identifying packages that may be 

installed at the client; 

storing at the client data 3i&t44entifies packages to which the client 

subscribes; and 

using the information identifying packa^that may be installed at the 
client and the data that identifies packages to which tttesClient subscribes to 
determine which of the packages are to be installed at the client. 
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10. Th^method of claim 9 further comprising installing the determined packages at 
the client. 



5 11. The method of claihv9 further comprising providing data regarding what 
packages have already been insutti^d at the client and using the data regarding what 
packages have already been installed lhv^etermining which of the packages are to be 
installed at the client. 

10 12. The method of claim 9 wherein the informatiohsMentifying packages that may be 
installed at the client includes information identifying namb^and version of the 
packages. 
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13. The method of clafltv^wherein the determining of which the packages to install 
at the client comprises generq^m^rfist of packages that may be installed at the client to 
which the client wants to subscribe ahd^/hich have not already been installed at the 
client. 

14. ma computer network having a server and a client, a method comprising the 
computer-rqiplemented steps of: 

(a) providing at the server data regarding what packages are available 
for instigation; 

providing at the client an itemization of packages to which the 
client subscribes; and 

(c) Vith the client, repeating multiple times the following steps: 

(i) \ accessing the data regarding what packages are available 
and accessing^the itemization of packages to which the client subscribes 
to determine wn^t selected packages to install; and 

(ii) instiling selected packages at the client. 

15. The method of claim 14 whereins^teps (c)(i) and (c)(ii) are repeated at periodic 
intervals. 



16. The method of claim 14 wherein steps (cjl^) and (c)(ii) are repeated upon 
35 demand by a user. 



17. In a distributed system having a publishing maste^vat least one repository for 
holding packages and multiple client computer systems, a method comprising: 
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Siding a package index at the publishing master, wherein the package 
fies names and versions of packages stored on the repository; 
iding a subscription list at each client system, wherein each 
subscription\Jist identifies the packages to which the client system subscribes; 
and 

for eaclXclient system, at periodic intervals: 

(i\ identifying selected packages to be loaded by referencing 
the package index and the subscription list; and 

(ii) \ loading the selected packages at the client system 



18. The method of claim \7 wherein at least one of the packages that is loaded 
includes at least one patch. 

19. The method of claim 1 8 wherein at least one of the packages that is loaded 
1 5 includes multiple patches. 
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A distributed system, comprising: 

a publishing master holding an index of packages that are available for 
installation; 

a repository for storing th^gpackages that are available for installation; 

and 

a client computer system forNidentifying selected packages among the 
packages indexed by the index of packages, obtaining the selected packages from 
the repository and installing the selected packages at the client computer system. 



21. The distribute 
maintains a subscription list 





of claim 20 wherein the client computer system 
which the client computer system subscribes. 



22. ^^distributed computer system of claim 20 further comprising an additional 
30 repository for^tQring at least a portion of the packages that are available for installation. 



23. The distributed computer system of claim 20 further comprising an additional 
client computer system for identifylfcga subset of the packages indexed by the index of 
packages, obtaining the subset of packageS^om repository and installing the subset of 
35 packages at the additional client computer systeJ 
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24. In a distributed system having a publishing master, packages available for 
installatioir^nd an index of the packages available for installation which is stored at the 
publishing master, a client computer system, comprising: 

^ans for accessing the index on behalf of the client system to identify at 
5 least one selected package for installation at the client system; and 

meank for installing the selected package at the client system. 

25. The client computer system of claim 24 wherein the selected package is installed 
without registration for the \Uent system with the publishing master. 

10 Aj 

26. The client computer^stem of claim 24 wherein the publishing master is 
unaware of the installing of the selected package at the client system 

27. The client computer system of cm|m 24 wherein the selected package includes a 
1 5 patch for a computer program. 

28. The client computer system of claim 24\^herein the selected package includes a 
document. 

20 29. The client computer system of claim 24 whereiriv^he selected package includes at 
least one hypertext markup language (HTML) file. 



0. in a distributed system having repositories for storing packages, a method 
comprising 

viding a selected package or multiple repositories; 
detertmning respective response times for the repositories on which the 
selected packageHs provided; and 

retrieving the^elected package from the repository that has the shortest 
response time. 



31. The method of claim 30 whereirNhe determining of respective response times 
comprises sending a test communication to the repositories on which the selected 
package is provided and measuring response timbs to the test communication. 
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35 32. The method of claim 30 wherein a client system ti^at wishes to retrieve the 
selected package performs the determining and the retrieving 
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33. The^nethod of claim 30 wherein the selected package contains computer 
instructions. 



34. The method of claim 30 wherein the determft 
the selected package is to be retrieved. 



4jfresponse times is done when 



35. fn a distributed system having a publishing master holding a package index of 
packages,\and a client system holding a subscription list that identifies packages to 
which the client system subscribes, a computer-readable medium holding computer- 
10 executable instructions for performing a method, comprising: 

identifying selected packages to be loaded at the client system by 
referencing the package index and the subscription list; and 
loading the selected packages at the client system. 

15 36. The computer^eadable medium of claim 35 wherein at least one of the packages 
loaded at the client sys^e*p Acludes^t least one patch. 
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37. In a distributed systeffohaving a publishing master holding a package index of 
packages, and a client system nodding a subscription list that identifies packages to 
which the client system subscribes^ transmission medium for transmitting signals for 
performing a method, comprising: 

identifying selected packages to be loaded at the client system by 
referencing the package index anasthe subscription list; and 
loading the selected package\at the client system. 

38. • fr^a distributed system having a publishing master with an index of packages 
available reinstallation and a client system, a method performed by the client system 
comprising: 

requiring at least a portion of the index from the publishing master; 

receiving^at least a portion of the index from the publishing master in 
response to the reques 

processing the re&s^ved portion of the index to identify a selected package 
to install; and 

obtaining a copy of the selected package. 

39. The method of claim 38 further comprisiiig^the step of installing the package at 
the client system. 
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40. The method of claim 38 wherein the selected package is obtained without 
registratidn of the client system with the publishing master. 

41 . The method of claim 38 wherein the selected package contains a patch. 

42. The method of claim 38 wherein the selected package contains a document. 

43. In a distributed system having a publishing master having an index of packages 
available for installation and a client system, a computer-readable medium holding 
computer-executable instructions for performing a method performed by the client 
system comprising: 

requestingVt least a portion of the index from the publishing master; 

receiving at least a portion of the index from the publishing master in 
response to the request; 

processing the received portion of the index to identify a selected package 
to install; and 

obtaining a copy of\the selected package. 

44. The storage medium of claim 43 wherein the selected package is obtained 
without registration of the client systeni\with the publishing master. 

45. The storage medium of claim 43 wherein the selected package contains a patch. 

46. The storage medium of claim 41 wherein the selected package contains a 
document. 

47. In a distributed system having storage holding packages that are available for 
downloading and a client, a method performed by the client, comprising: 

obtaining data that identifies packages\hat are available for downloading; 

identifying packages to which the clientWbscribes; 

identifying packages that are already downloaded to the client; 

downloading from the storage selected packages at the client, wherein the 
selected packages are those which are identified for installation, identified as 
packages to which the client subscribes and identifiedVs not yet being 
downloaded to the client. 
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48. T^^e method of claim 47 wherein at least one of the packages that is downloaded 
contains a p^tch^ 

49. The method of claim 47 wherein at least one of the packages that is downloaded 
contains a hypertext^document. 

50. In a distributed system having storage holding packages that are available for 
downloading and a client^a computer-readable medium containing computer-executable 
instructions for performing ^method performed by the client, comprising: 

obtaining data fl^at identifies packages that are available for downloading; 

identifying packages to which the client subscribes; 

identifying packagesslhat are already downloaded to the client; 

downloading from the\torage selected packages at the client, wherein the 
selected packages are those whidh are identified for installation, identified as 
packages to which the client subscribes and identified as not yet being 
downloaded to the client. 

5 1 . The storage medium of claim 50 wherein at least one of the packages that is 
downloaded contains a patch. 

52. The storage medium of claim 50 wherein at leastWe of the packages that is 
downloaded contains a hypertext document. 
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